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fI, Cunpaign for 2 Jan " 56 elections being
- urked by increased registrations. quicken-
1ng tempo. ‘ ‘ ;
A, Over 1, 200 000 new voters regiatered.
ﬁ. C&ndidates are. druwingrrecordicrowds

at record number rallies.‘

C. Poll indicates more Frenchuen ‘than eVeriiii
before intend to vote (88% of electoratetfi
compared with 80% in '51). .

II. Basically, a three-cornered raée,‘which re- ﬁif
duces possibility of eleqtions producipg
stable majority: the three majoré.aféé-

A. Communists, who are playing up vorker
solldarity, pressing for left governmentq

. : 1. Confident this time that "alliance" g

mechanism--which worked against theﬁf -
.f'{

in 1951--will be unable to deprive

them of seats in proportion to their ¥ .

popular st
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‘uglendes-rrlnco lepublican !rOnt (coali- i:éé
,‘tion of 80cialilt., loqt ladicals and B
’tuinority of ex—ﬂuullista), 1: attacking

&

SO T 1§1
2. 21 pec estinate reportod hy g‘btgsy..ﬁiz
, pcr will gain 35~40 ltﬁts,_tor R é?i

| totnl sbout 135'“!»59“30 Alzorian § o

%

2
.aouts '111 ‘ot be 1111g¢ now) at ij%é
stake, - ¥ . 4 gﬂg

night-Contor “utngnution," ldvocating
parlia-entagy, olectoral reforn to

strengthen rrench executive,

1. Republican Front hopes to win pro-
test vote (usually given to Commu-
niats), und youth voto.

2. 3Pront expectbd to vin about 150

' seata.

Third ua;or group i rture-rinay coalt- -

tion (1ncludea Popular nepublicans,
a bloc made up of Independents, Peasants:

and most ex-Gaullists, and also those

KN 4 -
right-wing Ract:g iwho have split from

ity .
gt

Mendes) . i |
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';91(“1;< 1 § group is'playing up cur nt

-~

‘ prosperlty, promise of higher

Koo'y by %r»»%ﬂ.,‘

:‘living standards, also aiming at .
'vyouth by advocating cut in military‘
N service.
2, -Faure-Pinay group nay win close to;*
300 seats of 596 total., Neverthe- *
e st el w2 1e8 8, 11t tle likelihood ot stable“ﬁ-““““”“’
| | coalition.
IIi.Amohg.smaller splinters are antiépax '
;riﬁhfists (Poujadists) who are rﬁhning negaj
tive campaign against both Mendes and Faureg

@Icnndidw"

:'A.. Their activity responsible for some

violence so ‘far,

 f'Cont”8t batween Mendes and Faure-Pinay bloc

fﬂ‘iacb tnsed by fact that both blocs include

'wide SpectrUm of views, yet share basic'
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1. Méndes—é;ance atéempting cre;te
foreign affairs issue by attack on .
Pinay for accepting 19 Dec NATO
Council etatémgnt on Soviet Middle
East tactics.
V. Both Pinay and Mendes pessimistic:

A. ﬁinhy fears loss of votes to anti-tax
rightists, thus forcing use of propor-
tional representation in many areas
(which will help Communists).

B. Mendes-Franoce's private opinion of

Republican Front chances is only about

150 seals . iemmutmedatesicn-o-—forsorse) 'Y
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